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Angela Merkel is to stand down as leader of the CDU after her party’s dismal 

performance in the German state elections. Although it had been widely assumed this 

would be Mrs Merkel’s final term as Chancellor, she had been expected to stay on as 

Chancellor until the next election (on or before 24 October 2021). Her decision will start a 

battle for party leadership succession, increasing the focus on the party’s convention, 

which will probably take place on 7 December.  

According to the media (The Guardian), her likely successors include General Secretary 

Annegret Kramp-Karrenbauer, former parliamentary leader of the CDU/CSU Friedrich 

Merz, Health Minister Jens Spahn and the State Premier of North Rhine-Westphalia 

Armin Laschet. Noteworthy, all these candidates are likely to back similar economic 

policies to Mrs Merkel, in particular fiscal prudence, though they differ when it comes to 

immigration (in particular Jens Spahn advocates a stricter immigration policy). 

Another focus should be the possibility of early elections. The SPD, currently grand 

coalition partners with the CDU/CSU, also performed very poorly in the State of Hesse 

election, raising the risk of the coalition collapsing. Moreover, some in the SPD were 

concerned that rejoining the Merkel-led grand coalition was misguided in the first place. It 

is, however, unlikely that elections will be held very soon. If the SPD abandons the 

coalition and triggers a new election, it may well lose ground to the Green party and AfD. 

Even if an early election is held, the anti-immigration AfD is unlikely to form a 

government alone and other parties have ruled out forming a coalition with it. 

  

Fig. 1: The result of Hesse state election 

 

Source: Hesse state government 
 

Fig. 2: Opinion polls  

 

Note: The average of three separate polls 

Source: INSA, FORSA, EMNID, Nomura 
  

Fig. 3: Key events in German politics 

 

Source: Bloomberg, Nomura 

 

Seats % Seats %

CDU 40 27.0 47 38.3

Green 29 19.8 14 11.1

SPD 29 19.8 37 30.7

AfD 19 13.1 - 4.1

FDP 11 7.5 6 5.0

Left 9 6.3 6 5.2

Total 137 110
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Date Events

4-5 Nov  2018 
CDU holds meeting to discuss recent state 

elections. 

6-8 Dec 2018

CDU holds national convention including 

election of party leadership for next two 

years.New leader election is probably on 7th.

23-26 May 2019 European parliament election

26-May 2019 Bremen state election

1-Sep 2019 Saxony state election

Brandenburg state election

Thuringian state election
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